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DANIEL DEFOE
ROBINSON CRUSOE
Edited by Angus Ross
Defoe's first novel, this work was published in 1719, -when that
prolific master of narrative realism was almost sixty* To most
readers, especially children, Robinson Crusoe is simply a stirring
adventure. But to the literary historian it is the first English novel
and to the social historian it is a fertile ground for raw material,
MOLL FLANDERS
Edited by Juliet Mitchell
A publishing phenomenon in 1722, Moll Flanders is set against the
turbulent social and economic conditions of the day. Moll herself
- one of the finest comic characters in literature - is a character
whose self-interested and picaresque adventures give her a univer-
sal appeal. 'Defoe's excellence it is', observed Coleridge, *to
make me forget my specific class, character and circumstances, and
to raise me, while I read him, into the universal man*.
A JOURNAL OF THE PLAGUE YEAR
with an introduction by Anthony Burgess
Like so much of Defoe's work, the Journal is a fictional reconstruct
tion based on true accounts. It is the prototype of every account
of great cities in times of epidemic, siege or occupation,
A TOUR THROUGH THE WHOLE ISLAND OF
GREAT BRITAIN
Edited by Pat Rogers
Defoe's Tour (1724-6) was described by G. M. Trcveryan as *a
treasure indeed' and by Dorothy George as *far the best authority
for early eighteenth-century England1. But the Twr is something
more than an invaluable source of social and economic history:
Defoe's unfailing sense of process and of the mutability of tfaiap
raises the work to the level of imaginative literature*